PREPARING RECORD BOOKS AND 
EXHIBITS FOR THE FAIR

Whether planning to exhibit at the Fair or not, it is expected that all members complete record books as part of their project work for all areas selected in the fall and that these record books be evaluated by the 4-H leader. 

Before the fair:

1.
Members - complete your project record book.  Make sure that the record sheets are in some type of folder or binder.  It is suggested that members use report folders or three ring binders.  Give the "4-H Record Book” score sheet (included with this mailing) and record book to your 4-H Leader in July.  Upon completion of the evaluation process, your leader will return the bottom portion of the "4-H Record Book Evaluation” to you.  This must be turned in at registration as proof of having submitted a record book.  Lone members should ask an interested adult to evaluate their record book.

2.
Leaders - arrange to have members book's evaluated and indicate the color ribbon each should receive.  There are several different ways this evaluation may be done - depending upon which you feel would be most beneficial to the group members.  These include evaluation by individuals, a committee or self-evaluation with the member.  Suggestions of who might be asked include club leaders and junior leaders, interested parents, other group leaders, former leaders or members, 4-H sponsors.  Please nominate record books which you feel deserve special recognition (Court of Honor).  During the judging on Thursday night of the 4-H Fair week, Court of Honor awards will be selected from those nominated by leaders by the Record Book judge.  Each leader may nominate 1 record book per lot only (one first year member, one junior member and one senior member).

3.
Leaders will submit a completed copy of the Club List of Record Books Evaluated to the Main Registration area by the due date.  Forms can also be emailed to Margaret.grillo@uconn.edu by Tuesday of fair week.  Ribbons will be given to Organizational Leaders over the weekend.  The only Record Books that will be brought to the fair are those being nominated for Court of Honor consideration.
4.
An exhibitor wristband will be given to all members listed on this sheet.  If a leader wants their members to pick up the wrist band before the leader is able to turn in the list, they can give them the bottom portion of the 4-H Record Book evaluation (the former green sheet) as proof that the record book has been submitted for evaluation.  

5.
All 4-H members wishing to participate in the 4-H Fair MUST have pre-entered by completing the 4-H Member Exhibitor Registration Form available in the center of the fairbook, on line at WWW.4-hfair.org or by contacting the 4-H Office at the Extension Center.

Entering Exhibits at the Fair

1.
CHECK-IN FOR ALL EXHIBITORS (INCLUDING 4-H LIVESTOCK EXHIBITORS, OVER THE CLOVER AND ALMOST A CLOVER EXHIBITORS) WILL BE AT THE BACK ENTRANCE OF THE HOME ARTS BUILDING (DURHAM FAIR POULTRY BUILDING) AT THE BOTTOM OF THE HILL TO THE RIGHT - REPORT THERE FIRST WITH YOUR COMPLETED ENTRY FORMS AND RECORD BOOK RECEIPTS.  Fair awards will only be given to members who have submitted a record book for evaluation. Parking is in the lot facing this building.
2.
At this time you will get your Exhibitor's Wristband and if you are entering Home Arts, you will be assigned a computer ID number. (You will also be asked to show the Exhibitor Wrist Band to register at the livestock barns.)   LEADERS – if you take all of your clubs’ EXHIBITOR PASSES WITH YOU – you MUST make sure to distribute to your members as they need them when they arrive on Friday or they cannot check in!
Once again, whether planning to exhibit at the Fair or not, it is expected that all members complete record books as part of their project work for all areas selected in the fall and that these record books be evaluated.

HOME ARTS CHECK-IN (Also for "Over the Clover", AND “almost a Clover” Divisions)

a. Once you have received your wrist band, you will also be given a UPC Code to allow you to register your Home Arts exhibits.  If you are entering an exhibit in the home arts area (this includes educational exhibits that will be displayed in the livestock barn) you will need to attach the bar-coded 4-H Fair Home Arts Entry Card to the exhibit (yellow for 4-H members, purple for almost a clover).  You must complete the necessary information which includes class and lot, years in project and age and name of exhibitor before being allowed to enter your exhibits on each entry card.  Include a description of the article that will help tell it apart from other articles in that class - not just the name given in the fair book.

The entry cards are bar coded and cannot be copied.  They will be available at the fairgrounds on Saturday set-up or during registration on Wednesday and Thursday of set-up week.

b. Each exhibit must have a completed Home Arts entry card for each entry before getting into the computer check-in line.  Extra entry cards will be available at time of check in.  Once you have organized your exhibits and completed all the entry cards, have your entries reviewed at the reviewing station.

c. Once you have been cleared, take the completed entry cards and exhibits to the computer check in station to have your entries put into the computer.

d. After you have been checked in by the computer person, you will be escorted to the exhibit area by the home arts managers.  Take your entry form and entry to the appropriate location and set up your exhibits.  Make sure your entry cards are attached securely to your exhibits.

e. All home arts exhibits must be completely set up no later than 5:30 pm on Thursday evening.  Home Arts judging starts at that time.  Record books and all non-perishable exhibits may be entered on Wednesday evening.
Exhibitor numbers will be assigned at registration.  For CLUB EXHIBITS - 4-H Organizational Leaders will receive an exhibitor number at registration for the 4-H club to be used for any group entries.  Members must use their own numbers assigned to them at registration to exhibit.  
LIVESTOCK CHECK IN

1. Get wrist band at Main Registration area in the Home Arts building on Wednesday evening or Thursday afternoon (or from your leader).  The wrist band is your exhibitor card for this year. You will not be able to unload your animals without showing your wristband.
2. The superintendent of each livestock area will ask to see your wrist band and the health papers for your project animal(s).

3. The superintendent will then check the Connecticut 4-H Animal Verification list to make sure your project is registered.

4. Next you will be assigned Pen Space, and at this point you may bring in your animal(s).

Remember, no one will be allowed to exhibit any animal without having a Connecticut 4-H Animal Verification Form on file with the 4-H Office.  Forms will not be accepted at the Fair - call the 4-H Office if you have questions.  Cats, poultry, rabbits and small animals do have to file Connecticut 4-H Animal Verification Forms.

On Friday, all livestock managers are expected to check in their animals between noon and 2:00 p.m. and be available to assist with other 4-H’er entries from 2:00 – 6:00.

LIVESTOCK JUDGING TIMES
These are the times voted on at a 4-H Fair meeting in order to allow members to have more than one species of animal judged.  The top showman in all fitting and showing classes (except small animals) is included in the Premier Showmanship on Sunday. 

Friday, August 3 
- No exhibits accepted after 6:00 p.m.



6:00 pm


Poultry Showmanship



7:30


Camelid Showmanship and Show
Saturday, August 4


9:00 


Dairy & Goats



10:00


Dog Shows


12:30p.m.


Beef following Dairy



3:00


Small Animal Judging



3:00


Sheep



4:00


Rabbit Showmanship, Rabbit judging



4:00


Swine

Sunday, August 5


9:00


Premier Showman


  
1:15


Premier Showman Awards



2:00


Pet Parade



 
1
PAGE  


2

